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SportHost, the Greater Victoria Sport Tourism Partnership promoting 
Victoria as a year-round sports destination, welcomes the news that  
Victoria has been chosen to host the 1st World Martial Arts Games.... 
Victoria is now getting ready to host 26 countries that have registered 
representatives to compete in the inaugural games August 18, 19 & 20, 2006. 
 
Victoria (December 19, 2005) – The World Martial Arts Games Committee will 
organize the 2006 Games to showcase Martial Arts disciplines including Karate,  
Kempo,  Sport Ju Jitsu, Tae Kwon-Do, and Wushu. The Organizing Committee with 
Victoria's sport tourism partners will welcome over 2,000 athletes and supporters from 
around the world to Victoria August 18 to 20, 2006.  
 
The Games, will take place at the Bear Mountain Arena with the organizers looking to 
work closely with the West Shore community so that visiting teams will have the 
opportunity to experience the best of the regions hospitality including the Bear Mountain 
Resort.  “The Bear Mountain Arena is very pleased to work with the organizers,”  said 
 Rick Hanak, Manager of the facility. 
 
"We’re very pleased that Ken and his group have brought to Victoria, the World  
Games as they become the showcase event for international mixed martial arts," says 
Hugh MacDonald, Executive Director of SportHost Victoria. “The Games will bring well 
over $1 million in economic activity to the region. 
 
“We feel extremely privileged to host the first World Martial Arts Games,”  said Ken 
Marchtaler, President of the Canadian Martial Arts Association and Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee, “The best of the best from around the world will be in Victoria.”  
 
For more information, contact:  
 
Ken Marchtaler, Chairman, World Martial Arts Games Committee, (250) 885-8850  
Hugh MacDonald, SportHost Victoria, Executive Director, (250) 744-5528 
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